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REPTILIA: TESTUDINES: DERMOCHEL YIDAE DERMOCHEL YS CORIACEA
MAP 1. WesternHemispheredistributionofDermochelys.Sym-
bols:solidspot,majornestingarea;circledspot,isolatedor spo-
radicnesting;opencircle,non-breedingrecord.
Cheloniaslutaria Rafinesque,1814:66. Type-locality,"Sicilia"
[Sicily](fideLindholm,1929).Holotypenotdesignated.
Dermochelyscoriacea:Blainville,1816:119.First use of combi-
nation.
Sphargis mercurialis Merrem, 1820:19. Type-locality, "Marl
mediterraneoetOceanoatlantico."Holotypenotdesignated.
Coriudocoriacea:Fleming,1822:271.
Scytinacoriacea:Wagler,1828,861.
DermochelisatlanticaLeSueur,1829:14.Nomennudum.
Sphargistuberculata:Gravenhorst,1829:9.
Dermatochelyscoriacea:Wagler,1830:133.
Sphargiscoriacea:Gray,1831:51.
Chelyracoriacea:Rafinesque,1832:64.
Chelonia (Dermochelys)coriacea:Van der Hoeven, 1855:548.
First useof subgenus.
Sphargiscoriaceavar. schlegeliiGarman,1884:303.Type-local-
ity, "Tropical Pacific and Indian Oceans"; restrictedto
Guaymas,Sonora,Mexicoby Smith andTaylor (1950:13).
No holotypedesignated;namebasedon plates1 and 2 in
Siebold's(1826)FaunaJaponica.
SphargisangustaPhilippi, 1899:730.Type-locality,"pescadocer-
ca deTocopilla[Chile]."Holotype,unnumberedadultmale
in NaturalHistoryMuseum,Santiago,Chile. Not examined
by author.
Dermochelysschlegelii:Stejneger,1907:485.
Dermatochelysaugusta:Quijada,1916:24.
• CONTENT. Two subspecies,coriacea and schlegelii are
recognizedbysomerecentauthors,butdifferentiatingcharacters
do not appearvalid, and, pendingfurther study, subspecies
shouldnotberecognized(Pritchard,1971).
• DEFINITION.Seegenericaccount.
• DESCRIPTIONS.Embryos, juveniles, and adults are de-
scribedin detailby Deraniyagala(1939).Otherdescriptionsare
in LoveridgeandWilliams(1957),Villiers (1958),Schulz(1967),
Pritchard(1971), Ernst and Barbour(1972), Rebel (1974), and
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PRITCHARD,PETERC. H. 1980.Dermochelyscoriacea.
CheloniasRafinesque,1814:66.Type-species,C. lutaria Rafi-
nesque(=TestudocoriaceaLinnaeus),by monotypy.Chelo-
nias is nota homonymof CheloniaBrongniart,thusis oldest
availablegenericname.However,it has appearedinfre-
quentlyand onlyin synonymiesandshouldbe suppressed
by the InternationalCommissionon ZoologicalNomencla-
ture.
DermochelysBlainville,1816:119.Type-species,Testudocoriacea
Linnaeus,1766,by monotypy.
SphargisMerrem,1820:19.Substitutenamefor Dermochelys.
CoriudoFleming,1822:271.Substitutenamefor Dermochelys.
ScytinaWagler,1828:861.Substitutenamefor Sphargis.
ChelyraRafinesque,1832:64.Substitutenamefor Dermochelys.
• CONTENT. One species,Dermochelyscoriacea,is recog-
nized.
Catalogueof AmericanAmphibiansand Reptiles.
Dermochelyscoriacea(Linnaeus)
Leatherbackturtle
Testudocoriaceasive mercuriiRondeletius,1554(fideAgassiz,
1857).Type-locality,MediterraneanSea.
TestudocoriaceaLinnaeus.1766:350.Type-locality,"Mari med-
iterraneo,Adriatico";restrictedto Palermo,SicilybySmith
andTaylor (1950:13).Holotypeuntraceable.First useof bi-
nomial.
TestudoarcuataCatesby,1771:40.Type-locality,coastsof Car-
olinaandFlorida.Holotypenotdesignated.
Tortugacoriacea:Molina, 1782:216.
Testudolyra Lad,pede,1788:111.Notproposedasbinomial,sim-
ply footnotedasLatin equivalentof theFrench le luth.
TestudotuberculataSchoepf,1801:144.Holotypeandlocalityun-
designated.
• DEFINITION. An extremelylarge (adult carapacelengths
140-180 cm)marineturtlelackingkeratinizedepidermalstruc-
tures, with a thick but scantilyossified,lyre-shapedcarapace
witha distinct,serratedmediankeel,twopairsof lateralkeels,
serratedmarginalridges,and five similar longitudinalplastral
ridges.The shellis uniquein lackingscutes,neural,costal,and
peripheralbones,thefreeribsbeingimbeddedin a layerof car-
tilageandthesurfaceof thecarapacebeingcomposedof a layer
of mosaicbonesthatprobablyhaveno homologsin otherextant
turtles.Bothdorsalandventralridgesarecomposedof enlarged
mosaicbones;apartfromthese,themosaiclayeris absentfrom
theplastron.The entoplastronis absent,andtheotherplastral
bonesare reducedto a flimsyopenstructurethat lends little
rigidityto theplastron.Hatchlingsarecoveredwithsmallscales
thatdisappearaftera few weeks.The skinis smoothandblack
to bluishblack with scatteredpatchesof whiteor pink; these
patchespredominateventrally.
The skull is fully roofed,witha barelyprotrudingsupraoc-
cipitalprocess.The orbitsareverylargeandtheanteriormax-
illaryridgeis stronglycusped.Thejawsarerelativelyweak,com-
pletelylack crushingplates,and are adaptedfor cuttingsoft
foods.The skullbonesfail tofuseandtheendsof thelimbbones
remaincartilaginousthroughoutlife.
• DESCRIPTIONS,ILLUSTRATIONS,DISTRIBUTION,ANDPER-
TINENTLITERATURE.Seespeciesaccount.
• FOSSILRECORD.Dermochelysi knownonlyfromtheMio-
ceneof France(SphargispseudostracionGervais,1849; Romer,
1956).However,otherdermochelyidsareknownfromtheEocene
of Africa andEurope,the Mioceneof North America,and the
Plioceneof Europe.Theseturtlesdonotfossilizewell,andavail-
ablematerialis fragmentary(Woodward,1887).
• ETYMOLOGY.Thenameis fromtheGreekdermos(skin)and
chelys(turtle)andreferstothesoftskincoveringtheshell.Gen-
deris feminine.
MAp 2. EasternHemispheredistributionof Dermochelys.Ar-
row indicatesrestrictedtype-locality,star a fossil record.See
Map 1for othersymbols.
manyothers.Anatomicaldescriptionsare numerous;someim-
portantonesare: shell (Versluys,1913),skull (Wegner,1959;
Adams,1962,Gaffney,1979),skeleton(Romer,1956);softanat-
omy(Heldt,1933;Dunlap,1955;Schumacher,1972).
• ILLUSTRATIONS.Colorphotographsarein Pritchard(1967,
1979),Ernst andBarbour(1972),andBainbridgeandPritchard
(1974).Black andwhiteillustrationsarein mostcitationsunder
DESCRIPTIONS,andin Brongersma(1968,1969,1970,1972),Carr
andOgren(1959),Carr (1967),Bacon(1967),andHughes(1974).
• DISTRIBUTION.The leatherbackturtle is the mostwidely
distributedof all reptiles(Pritchard,1971).Nestingis mainly
tropical;themostimportantnestingbeachis in westernFrench
Guiana(BainbridgeandPritchard,1974)with smallernumbers
nestingin easternSurinam(Schulz,1964,1975),Guyana(prit-
chard,1969),Trinidad,Panama(Bacon,1970,1975),andCosta
Rica (Carr andOgren,1959).Occasionalnestingoccurson the
Gulf Coast (Waltonand Okaloosacounties;Yerger, 1965)and
AtlanticCoast(Martin,St. Lucie, Palm Beach,andDadecoun-
ties;AllenandNeill, 1957;Carr, 1952;Caldwell,1959)ofFlorida.
A fewnestin Colombia(Medem,1962;Kaufmann,1971)andon
manyWestIndianislands(CaldwellandRathjen,1969).In West
Africa,nestingoccursin Liberia(LoveridgeandWilliams,1957),
Ivory Coast(Villiers, 1958),Angola(Hugheset aI., 1973),and
probablyelsewhere.
In theIndianOcean,nestingoccursprincipallyon theTon-
galandcoastofNatal,SouthAfrica,andin southernMOl)ambique
(Hughes,1974),andin Ceylon(Deraniyagala,1939).Kinunenand
Walczak(1971)alsoreporteda minorfisheryon Larak Island.
Trengganu,Malaysia,hasanimportantrookery(Bustard,1972a).
Othersof unknownimportanceareon NewGuineaandthewest
coastof Thailand,anda fewnestbetweenBundabergandGlad-
stone,Queensland,Australia(LimpusandMcLachlan,1979).
In theEast Pacific, leatherbacksnestat leastfromJalisco,
Mexico, to CostaRica. The most-usednestingbeachesare at
TierraColoradanearCuajilicuilapa,GuerreroandatBahiaCha-
cahua,Oaxaca,Mexico(Marquez,1976;pers.obs.).
Leatherbacksmigrateto areaswell outsidethe tropics,to
Alaskain NorthAmerica(Hodge,1979).Activeturtleshavebeen
foundin waterascoldas11.7°Cin theQueenCharlotteIslands,
BritishColumbia(McAskieandForrester,1962),andl7°C off the
Atlanticcoastof NovaScotia(Bleakney,1965).Othernorthern
temperaterecordsare Nova Scotia, Newfoundland,and New
Brunswick(Bleakney,1965);Maine(Moulton,1963);NewJersey,
Delaware,Maryland,andVirginia(Ford,1879;McCauley,1945;
Jones, 1968;Hardy,1969);AtlanticEuropeandtheBritishIsles
(Brongersma,1972);Japan (Nishimura,1964);U.S.S.R. (Banni-
kovet al., 1971);andtheMediterraneanSea(Capocaccia,1967;
Pritchard, 1971).Pritchard(1976)recordsnestingleatherbacks
taggedin FrenchGuianalatercaughtin NewJersey,Northand
SouthCarolina,Texas,Campeche,Venezuela,andGhana.
In thesouthernhemisphere,therearefewerpublishedrec-
ordsof leatherbacks,althoughBustard(1972b)reports"an im-
portantmigrationroute... downtheeastcoastofAustraliajudg-
ing by personalsightingsandreportsof capturein sharknets."
In thesoutheastPacific,leatherbacksarecaughtregularlyatIca,
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Peru,andhavebeenrecordedasfarsouthasChiloeIsland,Chile
(Philippi, 1899).Hughes(1974)mapsthemaroundthe Cape of
GoodHope to southernMadagascar,Reunion,and Mauritius.
They are commonalongthe coastsof Queensland,New South
WalesandWesternAustralia(Cogger,1975),andTasmaniaand
NewZealand(Graham,1964).
In theAtlantic,leatherbacksare not plentifulin Brazil de-
spitethemajornestingcolonyin neighboringFrenchGuiana;but
arefrequentin Uruguay(Vaz-FerreiraanddeSoriano,1960),and
nestin unknownnumbersin EspiritoSanto,Brazil(Anon.,1977).
Freiberg(1945)providesArgentinerecords.
• FOSSILRECORD.None.
• PERTINENTLITERATURE.Deraniyagala(1939)gavea thor-
oughaccount.Pritchard(1971)summarizedtheknowledgeof the
species.Otherreferencesdescribe:cranialanatomy(Nick, 1912);
Poglayen-Neuwall,1953;Wegner, 1959;Parsons, 1958,1968;
Schumacher,1972;Gaffney,1979);heartanatomy(O'Donoghue,
1918);counter-currentheatexchangein limbs(Greer,Lazell,and
Wright,1973);thermoregulation(MrosovskyandPritchard,1971;
Frair, Ackman,andMrosovsky,1972;Frair, 1972;Neill andSte-
vens, 1974);dermaloil analysis(Ackmanand Burgher,1965);
fatty acids compositionof depotfats (Brockeroffet aI., 1968;
HooperandAckman,1970;Ackman,Hooper,andFrair, 1971);
embryoniccalciummetabolism(Simkiss,1962);serologicaltax-
onomy(CohenandStickler, 1958;Frair 1964,1969);phylogeny
(Wegner,1959;Zug, 1966;Gaffney,1975);life history(Guiana,
Pritchard,1969;Surinam,Schulz,1975;Trinidad,Bacon,1970;
southeastAfrica, Hughes,1974;CostaRica, Cornelius,1976);
nestingbeachpreference(HendricksonandBalasingham,1966);
nestingfemalesounds(Mrosovsky,1972);majorMexicannesting
beaches(Marquez,1976);tagreturnsandmigration(Bainbridge
andPritchard,1974;Pritchard,1976);non-breedingmovements
(Moulton,1963);schooling(Leary,1957);hatchlingsuccess(Hen-
drickson,1962);hatchery(HendricksonandWinterflood,1961);
predation(hatchlings,Mrosovsky,1971;of adults,Caldwelland
Caldwell, 1969);hatchlingorientation(Mrosovskyand Shettle-
worth,1975;Mrosovsky,1977);toxicology(Willis,1967;Halstead,
1970);diving(Hughes,1979).
• ETYMOLOGY.ThenamecoriaceaderivesfromtheLatin cor-
ium, leather,referringto theleatherycarapace.
• REMARKS.Cope(1870)separatedDermochelysfrom other
turtlesbyplacingit in theSuborderAthecae(Athecoideaof Der-
aniyagalaandothers).This separationhasbeenrecognizedspo-
radicallyby modernauthorsbutmostmodernclassificationsac-
cord it Superfamilyrank within Cryptodira. Zangerl (1969)
considersDermochelyidaewithin the SuborderMetachelydia;
Gaffney(1975)ranksit withintheSuperfamilyChelonioidea.
LITERATURECITED
Ackman,R. G., and R. D. Burgher. 1965.Cod liver oil fatty
acidsassecondaryreferencestandardsin theGLC of poly-
unsaturatedfattyacidsof animalorigin:analysisof a dermal
oil of the Atlanticleatherbackturtle. J. Amer. Oil Chern.
Soc.42:38-42.
-, S. N. Hooper,andWayneFrair. 1971.Comparisonof the
fattyacid compositionsof depotfats from freshwaterand
marineturtles.CompoBiochem.Physiol.4OB:931-944.
Adams,W. E. 1962.The carotidsinus-carotid bodyproblem
in the Chelonia(witha noteon a Foramenof Panizzain
Dermochelys).Arch. Intern.Pharmacodyn.Therapu.139(1-
2):28-37.
Agassiz,Louis. 1857.Contributionstothenaturalhistoryof the
UnitedStatesof America,first monograph.Vol. 1, part 2.
NorthAmericanTestudinata.Little, BrownandCo., Boston.
451-643p.
Allen, E. Ross, andWilfred T. Neill. 1957.Anotherrecordof
theAtlantic leatherback,Dermochelysc. coriacea,nesting
ontheFloridacoast.Copeia1957(2):143-144.
Anon. 1977.Threatto turtlein Brazil.mCN Bull. 8(10):64.
Bacon,PeterR. 1967.Leatherbackturtles.TrinidadField Nat-
ur. Club J. 1967:2-3.
1970.Studiesof theleatherbackturtle,Dermochelyscoria-
cea(L.), in Trinidad,West Indies.BioI. Conserv.2(3):213-
217.
1975.Reviewon research,exploitationandmanagementof
thestocksof seaturtles,FAO Fisher.Circ. (334):1-19.
Bainbridge,John S., and Peter C. H. Pritchard. 1974. The
world'slargestseaturtlesremainareptilianmystery.Smith-
sonian5(6):64-73.
Bannikov,A. G., 1. S. Darevski,and A. K. Rustamov.1971.
Zemnovodnii presmikaushchienyaCCCP. Izdatelistvo
"Misl," Moskva.304p.
Blainville,H. M. de. 1816.Prodromed'unenouvelledistribution
systematiquederegneanimal.Reptiles.Bull. Sci. Soc.Phi-
lorn.Paris (111):119.
Bleakney,J. Sherman.1965.ReportsofmarineturtlesfromNew
England and eastern Canada. Canadian Field Natur.
79(2):120-128.
Brockerhoff,H., P. C. Hwang,R. J. Hoyle, andCarterLitch-
field. 1968.Positionaldistributionof fattyacids in depot
triglyceridesof aquaticanimals.Lipids 3(1):24-29.
Brongersma, Leo D. 1968. The Soay Beast. Beaufortia
15(184):33-46.
1969.Miscellaneousnoteson turtles,IIA. Proc. Kon. Ned-
erlandscheAkad. Wetensch.Ser. C, 72(1):76-102.
1970. Miscellaneousnoteson turtles. III. Ibid. Ser. C,
73(4):323-335.
1972.EuropeanAtlantic turtles.Zool. Verhandl.(121):1-
318.
Bustard,H. Robert. 1972a.The leatheryturtle.Oryx11(4):233-
239.
- 1972b.Australianseaturtles.Theirnaturalhistoryandcon-
servation.Collins,London.220p.
Caldwell,DavidK. 1959.On thestatusof theAtlanticleather-
backturtle,Dermochelyscoriaceacoriacea,as a visitantto
Florida nestingbeaches,withnaturalhistorynotes.Quart.
J. FloridaAcad. Sci. (1958)21(3):285-291.
-, andMelbaC. Caldwell. 1969.Additionof the leatherback
sea turtle to the knownprey of the killer whale,Orcinus
orca.J. Mammal.50(3):636.
-, andWarrenF. Rathjen.1969.UnrecordedWestIndiannest-
ing sitesfor theleatherbackandhawksbill seaturtles,Der-
mochelyscoriaceaand Eretmochelysi. imbricata.Copeia
1969(3):622-623.
Capocaccia,Lilia. 1967.La Dermochelyscoriacea(L.) nelMed-
iterraneo(Reptilia,Testudinata).Atti Accad. Ligure Sci.
Lett. 24:3-12.
Carr, Archie F. 1952.Handbookof turtles:the turtlesof the
UnitedStates,Canada,andBaja California.CornellUniv.
Press, Ithaca,NewYork. xv +542p.
1967.So excellenta fishe.A naturalhistoryof seaturtles.
NaturalHistoryPress,GardenCity, NewYork. 248p.
-, andLarry Ogren. 1959.The ecologyandmigrationsof sea
turtles,3. Dermochelysin CostaRica.Amer.Mus. Novitates
(1958):1-29.
Catesby, M. 1771.The naturalhistoryof Carolina,Florida,and
theBahamaIslands.London(privatelyprinted);Folio 2.
Cogger,HaroldG. 1975.Reptilesandamphibiansof Australia.
A. H. andA. W. Reed,Sydney.584p.
Cohen,E., andG. B. Stickler. 1958.Absenceof albumin-like
serumproteinsin turtles.Science127:1392.
Cope,EdwardD. 1870.Onthehomologiesofsomeofthecranial
bonesof theReptilia,andonthesystematicarrangementof
theclass.Proc. Amer.Assoc.Adv. Sci. 19:194-247.
Cornelius,StephenE. 1976.Marine turtlenestingactivityat
PlayaNaranjo,CostaRica. Brenesia8(1):1-27.
Deraniyagala,P. E. P. 1939.Tetrapodreptilesof Ceylon.Vol.
1.Testudinatesandcrocodilians.ColomboMus.Natur.Hist.
Ser.412p.
Dunlap,C. E. 1955.Notesonthevisceralanatomyof thegiant
leatherbackturtle (DermochelyscoriaceaLinnaeus).Bull.
TulaneMed. Fac. 14(2):55-69.
Ernst, Carl H., and RogerW. Barbour. 1972.Turtles of the
UnitedStates.Univ.PressKentucky,Lexington.x +347p.
Fleming,John. 1822.Thephilosophyofzoologyorageneralview
ofthestructure,functions,andclassificationofanimals.Vol.
2. ArchibaldConstable,Edinburgh.618p.
Ford, J. 1879.The leatherturtle.Amer.Natur.13(10):633-637.
Frair, Wayne. 1964.Turtle familyrelationshipsas determined
by serologicaltests,p. 535-544.In CharlesA. Leone(ed.),
Taxonomicbiochemistryandserology.RonaldPress, New
York.
1969.Agingofserumproteinsandserologyofmarineturtles.
Serol.Mus. Bull. (42):1-3.
1972.Leatherback:northwardho!Aquasphere.1. NewEn-
glandAquar.6(3):12-15.
-, R. G. Ackman,andNicholasMrosovsky.1972.Bodytem-
peratureof Dermochelyscoriacea:warmturtle from cold
water.Science177:791-793.
Freiberg,MarcosA. 1945.Observacionesobrelas tortugasde
marqueseencuentrimfrentealascostasArgentinas.Physis
20:50-53.
238.3
Gaffney,EugeneS. 1975.A phylogenyandclassificationof the
highercategoriesof turtles.Bull. Amer. Mus. Natur. Hist.
155(5):387-436.
- 1979.Comparativecranialmorphologyof Recentandfossil
turtles.Ibid. 164(2):65-376.
Garman,Samuel. 1884. The reptilesof Bermuda.U.S. Nat.
Mus. Bull. (25):285-303.
Gervais,Paul. 1849.In Charlesd'Orbigney(ed.),Dictionnaire
universald'histoirenaturelle.Paris [notseen].
Graham,J. 1964.The NorthOtagoShelffauna.Part IV. Chor-
dataclassesReptilia,Aves, Mammalia.Trans. Roy. Soc.
NewZealand(Zool.)4:135-138.
Gravenhorst,J. L. C. 1829.ReptiliaMuseiZoologiciVratisla-
viensis.Recensitaet descripta.Fasciculusprimus,Chelon-
ioset Batrachia.LeopoldiVossii,Lipsiae. 106p.
Gray,John E. 1831.SynopsisReptilium;or shortdescriptions
of the speciesof reptiles.Part 1. Cataphracta.Tortoises,
crocodiles,and enaliosaurians.Treuttel, Wurtz and Co.,
London.viii +85p.
Greer,Allen E., J. Lazell, and R. Wright. 1973.Anatomical
evidencefor a counter-currentheatexchangerin the leath-
erbackturtle(Dermochelyscoriacea).Nature244:181.
Halstead,BruceW. 1970.Poisonousandvenomousmarinean-
imalsof theworld.Vol. 3-Vertebrates.U.S. Govt.Printing
Office,Washington,D.C. 1006p.
Hardy, Jerry D. 1969.Recordsof the leatherbackturtle, Der-
mochelyscoriacea(Linnaeus),from the ChesapeakeBay.
Bull. MarylandHerpetol.Soc.5(3):92-96.
Heldt,H. 1933.La tortueluthSphargiscoriacea(L.). Captures
faites sur les cotestunisiennes(1930-33).ContributionIi
l'etudeanatomiqueet biologiquede l'espece.Ann. Stat.
Oceanogr.Salammbo(Tunis)8:1-40.
Hendrickson,John R. 1962.The programmefor conservationof
thegiantleatheryturtle,1961.MalayanNatur.J. 16:64-69.
-, andE. R. Alfred. 1961.Nestingpopulationsof seaturtles
ontheeastcoastof Malaya.Bull. RafflesMus. 26:190-196.
-, and E. Balasingham.1966.Nestingbeachpreferencesof
Malayanseaturtles.Bull. Natur.Mus. Singapore(33):69-76.
-, andJ. S. Winterflood.1961.Hatchingleatheryturtleeggs.
Bull. RafflesMus. 26:187-189.
Hodge,RobertP. 1979.Geographicdistribution:Dermochelys
coriaceaschlegeli.Herpetol.Rev. 10(3):102.
Hoeven,J. vander. 1855.HandboekderDierkunde,2nded.,2.
J.C.A. Sulpke,Amsterdam.1068p.
Hooper,S. N., andR. E. Ackman. 1970.Trans-6-Hexadecenoic
acidin theAtlanticleatherbackDermochelyscoriaceacori-
aceaL. andothermarineturtles.Lipids (5):288-292.
Hughes,GeorgeR. 1974.The seaturtlesof southeastAfrica. 1.
Status,morphology,anddistributions.SouthAfricanAssoc.
MarineBioI. Res., Oceanog.Res. Inst. Invest.Rep. (35):1-
144.
1979.Diving record for leatherbacksea turtle. Lammer-
geyer(29):64.
-, B. Huntley,and D. Wearne. 1973.Sea turtlesin Angola.
BioI. Cons.5(1):58.
Jones, D. 1968.Occurrenceof the leatherbackturtleon Vir-
ginia'sS.E. coast.Bull. VirginiaHerpetol.Soc. (58):8.
Kaufmann,Reinhard. 1971.Die LederschildkroteDermochelys
coriaceaL. in Kolumbien.Mitt. Inst. Colombo-AlemanIn-
vest.Cient.5:87-94.
Kinunen,Wayneand Peter Walczak. 1971.PersianGulf Sea
TurtleNestingSurveys.Iran GameFish Dept.,17p. (mim-
eographed).
Lacepede,B. 1788.Histoirenaturelledesquadrupedesovipares
et desserpens.Vol. 1.HoteldeThou, Paris. 651p.
Leary,T. H. 1957.A schoolingofleatherbackturtles(Dermoche-
lys coriacea),ontheTexascoast.Copeia1957(3):232.
LeSueur,J. 1829.In G. L. C. F. D. Cuvier,La RegneAnimal
distribued'apresson organisation,pour servir de base Ii
I'Histoire naturelle des animaux et d'lntroduction Ii
I'Anatomiecomparee.Ed. 2, Paris, Deterville,2. Les Rep-
tiles.406p.
Limpus,ColinJ., andN. C. McLachlan. 1979.Observationson
theleatherbackturtle,Dermochelyscoriacia(L.), inAustralia.
AustralianWildlifeRes. 6(1):105-116.
Lindholm,W. A. 1929.RevidiertesVerzeichnisder Gattungen
der rezentenSchildkrotennebstNotizenzur Nomenklatur
einegerArten.Zool.Anz. 81(11-12):275-295.
Linnaeus,Carl von. 1766.Systema Naturae.Editio Reforma
duodecima,Reformata.Vol. 1.
Loveridge,Arthur, andErnestE. Williams. 1957.Revisionof
theAfricantortoisesandturtlesof thesuborderCryptodira.
Bull. Mus. CompoZool.115(6):163-557.
McAskie, I. 8., andC. R. Forrester. 1962.Pacificleatherback
turtles(Dermochelys)off thecoastof BritishColumbia.Co-
peia1962(3):646.
McCauley,RobertH., Jr. 1945.The reptilesof Marylandand
theDistrictof Columbia.Hagerstown,Maryland.194p.
Marquez.Rene. 1976.Reservasnaturalesparala conservacion
de las tortugasmarinasen Mexico.Inst. Nat. Pesca,Prog.
TortugasMar. Ser. Inform.(83):1-21.
Medem,Federico. 1962.Estudio sobretortugasmarinas.In-
formesobrela comisionrealizadaenla costaatlantica.Cor-
poracionAutonomaRegionalde los Vallesdel Magdalenay
delSimi. Bogota.12p.
Merrem, Blasius. 1820. Tentamensystematisamphibiorum
(VersucheinesSystemsder Amphibien).Johann Christian
Krieger,Marburg.xv + 191p.
Molina, Juan Ignacio. 1782.Saggiosulla storiadel Chili. 2nd
Ed. Bologna1810.360p.
Moulton,J. M. 1963.Thecaptureofa markedleatherbackturtle
in CascoBay,Maine.Copeia1963(2):43~5.
Mrosovsky,Nicholas. 1971. Black vulturesattack live turtle
hatchlings.Auk 88(3):672~73.
1972.Spectrographsof the soundsof leatherbackturtles.
Herpetologica28(3):256-258.
1977.Individualdifferencesin theseafindingmechanismof
hatchlingleatherbackturtles.Brain,Behav.Evol. 14(4):261-
274.
-, andPeterC. H. Pritchard. 1971.Bodytemperaturesof Der-
mochelysconaceaandotherseaturtles.Copeia1971(4):624-
631.
-, andSaraJ. Shettleworth.1975.On theorientationcircleof
theleatherbackturtle,Dermochelysconacea.Anim. Behav.
23(3):568-591.
Neill, William H., andE. Don Stevens.1974.Thermalinertia
versusthermoregulationi "warm" turtlesand tunas.Sci-
ence184:1008-1010.(Responsesby:FrancisG. Carey,Ken-
nethD. Lawson,andN. MrosovskyandWayneFrair.)
Nick, Ludwig. 1912.DesKopfskelettyonDermochelysconacea
L. Zool.Jahrb. Abt. Anal. 33:1-238.
Nishimura,S. 1964.Considerationsof themigrationoftheleath-
erbackturtle, Dermochelysconacea,in the Japaneseand
adjacentwaters.Publ. SetoMarineBioI. Lab. 12(2):61-73.
O'Donoghue,Charles,H. 1918.The heartof theleatheryturtle,
Dermochelysf!3phargis)conacea,withnoteson theseptum
ventriculorumin theReptilia.J. Anat.52:467-480.
Parsons,ThomasS. 1958.The choanalpapillaeof theChelon-
iidae.Breviora(85):1-5.
- 1968.Variationin thechoanalstructureof Recentturtles.
Canadian1. Zool.46(6):1235-1263.
Philippi, R. A. 1899.Las tortugaschilenas.An. Univ. Chile
104:727-736.
Poglayen-Neuwall,Ivo. 1953.Peculiaritiesof thejaw muscula-
tureof Dermochelysconacea.Anat.Anz. 100:22-31.
Pritchard,PeterC. H. 1967.Living turtlesof theworld.T. F.
H. Publ., Inc., JerseyCity, NewJersey.288p.
1969.Sea turtlesof the Guianas.Bull. FloridaStateMus.
BioI. Sci. 13(2):85-140.
1971. The leatherbackor leatheryturtle. IUCN Monog.
(1):1-39.
1976.Post-nestingmovementsof marineturtles(Cheloni-
idae and Dermochelyidae)taggedin the Guianas.Copeia
1976(4):749-754.
1979.Encyclopediaof turtles.T. F. H. Publ., Inc., Jersey
City, NewJersey.895p.
Quijada,B. 1916.Cat8.logosistematicode los reptilesChilenos
y extranjerosconservadosenel MuseoNacionaldeHistoria
Natural.Bol. Mus. Nac. 9:22-47.
Rafinesque,C. S. 1814.Specciodellescienzeor giornaleEn-
ciclopedicodi Sicilia.2 vols.Palermo.
- 1832.Descriptionof twonewgeneraof softshellturtlesof
NorthAmerica.AtlanticJ. FriendKnowl. 1(2):64~5.
, Rebel,ThomasP. 1974.Seaturtlesandthe turtleindustryof
238.4
the West Indies, Florida, and the Gulf of Mexico. Univ.
MiamiPress,CoralGables,Florida.250p.
Romer,AlfredS. 1956.Osteologyof thereptiles.Univ. Chicago
Press, Chicago.xxi +772p.
Rondeletius,Gulielmus.1554-55.Libri de piscibusmarinis,in
quibusveraepisciumeffigiesexpressaesunt ... Matthiam
Bonhomme,Lugduni.583p.
Schoepf,JohannDavid. 1782-1801.NaturgeschichtederSchild-
krotenmitAbbildungenerliiutert.JohannJacob Palm., Er-
langen.160p.
Schulz,JohanP. 1964.Zeeschildpadden,deelII: Zeeschildpad-
denin Suriname.Landsbos.Suriname.44p.
1967.Zeeschildpaddeni Suriname.Landsbos.Suriname.
105p.
1975.Seaturtlesnestingin Surinam.NederlandscheComm.
Intern.Natuurbesch.Medede.(23):1-143.
Schumacher,G. H. 1972.Die Kopf-undHals-Regionder Le-
derschildkroteDermochelysconacea(Linnaeus,1766).An-
atomischeUntersuchungeni vergleichzuanderenrezenten
Schildkroten.Abhandl.Akad. Wiss. D.D.R. 1972:1~.
Siebold,PhilippusFranc, de. 1826.De Historiaenaturalisin
Japoniastatu,necnonde augmentoemolumentisquein de-
cursu perscrutationumexspectandis.Dissertato,cui acce-
dunt spicilegiafaunaeJaponicae.Car. Phil. Bonitas,Wir-
ceburgi.1826.
Simkiss,K. 1962.Sourcesof calciumfor theossificationof the
embryosof thegiantleatheryturtle.CompoBiochem.Phys-
iol. 7(1-2):71-79.
Smith,HobartM., andEdwardH. Taylor. 1950.An annotated
checklistandkeytothereptilesof Mexico,exclusiveof the
snakes.U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. (199):v+253.
Stejneger,Leonhard. 1907.Herpetologyof Japan andadjacent
territory.U.S. Nat. Mus. Bull. (58):xxx+577.
Vaz-Ferreira,R., and BlancaSierra de Soriano. 1960. Notas
sobrereptilesdelUruguay.Rev.Fac. Humanid.Cien.Univ.
Montenegro18:133-206.
Versluys,J. 1913.On the phylogenyof the carapaceand the
affinitiesof Dermochelysconacea.Rep. 83rdMeetingBrit.
Assoc.Adv. Sci., Birmingham,p. 791-807.
Villiers,A. 1958.Tortuesetcrocodilesdel'AfriqueNoireFran-
\)aise.Inst. Fr. Afrique.Init. Africaines(15):1-354.
Wagler, J. 1828. ConspectusSystematisAmphibiorum.Isis
1828:859-a61.
- 1830.NatiirlichesSystemderAmphibien,mit vorangehen-
der classificationder Siiugthiereund Vogel. J. G. Cotta'
schenBuckhandl.,Miinchen.vi +354p.
Wegner,RichardN. 1959.DerSchiidelbauderLederschildkrote
DermochelyscoriaceaLinne (1766).Abhandl. Deutschen
Akad. Wiss. BerlinChern.Geol.BioI. (4):1-80.
Willis, J. H., Jr. 1967.Seafoodtoxins,p. 147-163.In Toxicants
occuring naturally in foods. Nat. Acad. Sci. Nat. Res.
Counc.Publ. (1354):147-163.
Woodward,A. A. 1887.Leatheryturtles,recentandfossil.Proc.
Geol.Assoc.10:2-14.
Yerger,RalphW. 1965.TheleatherbackturtleontheGulf coast
of Florida.Copeia1965(3):365-366.
Zangerl,Rainer. 1969.The turtle shell, p. 311-339.In Carl
Gans,ThomasS. Parsons,andA. d'A. Bellairs(eds.),Bi-
ologyoftheReptilia,Vol. 1.MorphologyA. AcademicPress,
London.
Zug,GeorgeR. 1966.The penialmorphologyandthe relation-
shipsof cryptodiranturtles.Occas.Pap. Mus. Zool. Univ.
Michigan(647):1-24.
P. C. H. PRITCHARD,FLORIDAAUDUBONSOCIETY,MAITLAND,
FLORIDA32751.
Primaryeditorfor thisaccount,Carl Ernst.
Published25January1980andCopyright1980by the SOCIETY
FORTHESTUDYOFAMPHIBIANSANDREPTILES.
